Edgar Allan Poe's Use of Mystery 

  Edgar Allan Poe is widely recognized as the creator of the detective novel as we know it.  He is also famous as a horror writer because of his gift for creating tension.  This author was proeficient in two genres, but what do they have in common?  The answer is mystery.  Mystery in storytelling can be defined as the presence of the unknown.  Poe is not the first to use it, far from it.  In fairy tales, when your husband tells you not to open a certain door, that is a mystery.  When you find the dead bodies of his previous wives behind it, the mystery is resolved.

'Mystery' writing is now its own genre, as avid readers can't get enough of riddles being solved  by the descendants of Poe's creation Eugene Dupin.  In that genre, the mysteries are there to be solved, finding out how it is done is the focus of the story.  In the mystery genre, man conquers the unknown.  But in the horror genre, mystery is there to stay.  In 'The Raven' we never find out what happened to Lenore, where the raven comes from, or even who the narrator is.  Poe creates tension by leaving his readers in the dark.  We are left to wonder what happened.  Even when the mystery is resolved, as in 'The Fall of the House of Usher', it is as a twist in the story.  The characters submit to the pounding noise, staying ignorant of its cause until the end.  In horror, man is powerless before the unknown.

 The presence of the supernatunal does exists in horror, but only seems to exist in mystery.  In both, man's failings or an imbalanced mind can be the source of the problem.  Poe's fascination with mystery translated in not only in a talent for making readers feel its power, but also one for finding ways to resolve it.
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